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he is. The event will probably prove that you
had little to be afraid of, but this way of treating
practical jokers would naturally prevent their
trying it again.

Although touch is the sense oftenest used, its
discrimination remains, as I have already pointed
out, coarser and more imperfect than that of
any other sense, because we always use sight along
with it; the eye perceives the thing first, and
the mind almost always judges without the hand.
On the other hand, discrimination by touch is
the surest just because of its limitations; for ex-
tending only as far as our hands can reach, it
corrects the hasty judgments of the other senses,
which pounce upon objects scarcely perceived,
while what we learn by touch is learnt thor-
oughly. Moreover, touch, when required, unites
the force of our muscles to the action of the
nerves; we associate by simultaneous sensations
our ideas of temperature, size, and shape, to those
of weight and density* Thus touch is the sense
which best teaches us the action of foreign bodies
upon ourselves, the sense which most directly sup-
plies us with the knowledge required for self-
preservation,

As the trained touch takes the place of sight,
why should it not, to some extent, take the place
of hearing, since sounds set up, in sonorous bodies,
vibrations perceptible by touch? By placing the
hand on the body of a 'cello one can distinguish